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virtually depend on the soil as the one remaining source
of their subsistence. The land assessments should therefore
'be made in a liberal and even a generous spirit. There is
every desire in the high officials to make the assessments
in a liberal spirit, but as the people have no voice in
controlling tlie,se assessments, they are fgund in the actual
working to be often illiberal and harsh. They do not
leave the cultivators enough to be able to save; and culti-
vators therefore fall victims to famine whenever the
harvests fail.

BENGAL

The old Hindu law, based on the actual experience of
thousands of years, sanctioned one-sixth of the gross pro-
duce of the land as the maximum rent. The experience of
modern times confirms the wisdom of this ancient rule.
In Bengal, where the Permanent Settlement and the laws
of 1859, 1868 and 1885 save the cultivators from the un-
due enhancements, the average rent paid by cultivators to
landlords does not exceed one-sixth the gross produce in
any district, and falls far short of it hi eastern districts.
The result is that Permanently Settled Bengal which suffered
from the most terrible famine in the last century, has
been generally free from destructive famines in recent
times. The famines of Behar in 1874 and 1897 were com-
paratively mild, and there was no loss of life. Extend
the Bengal rule to other parts of India, make one-sixth of
the gross produce the maximum rent leviable from culti-
vators in other provinces and the problem of preventing
famines in India is solved.

NORTH-WESTBRN PROVINCES

In the North-Western Provinces and Oudh the cultiva-
tors are, generally speaking, not safeguarded by a Perma-